Working with
Experts to
Develop
Defense
Strategy

PENNSYLVANIA MIDDLE DISTRICT
CJA PANEL TRAINING 2026
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Your PA Middle District
CAPITAL HABEAS

Assistant Federal Public
Defenders
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LEANE RENEE




*Types of Experts

= Obtaining Experts
= Building Narrative



Types of Experts

= Mental Health
e n a ea 14. TYPE OF SERVICE PROVIDER (See Instructions)
01 71 Investigator 17 71 Hair/Fiber Expert
u
02 71 Interpreter/Translator 18 [ Computer (Hardware/
E t -
yeWI n eSS 03 [ Psychologist Software/Systems)
04 [1  Psychiatrist 19 71 Paralegal Services
u 05 [0 Polygraph 20 1 Legal Analyst/Consultant
= Computer Forensics 75 D Trcomesti B 21 e Conmitest
07 1 Fingerprint Analyst 22 71 Mitigation Specialist
08 1 Accountant 23 1 Duplication Services
| T I I | 09 [0 CALR (Westlaw/Lexis, etc.) 24 [ Other (Specify)
ra u a 10 71 Chemist/Toxicologist
11 71 Ballistics 25 [J Litigation Support
u . . .
u T I 13 1 Weapons/Firearms/Explosive Expert Services .
OXI Co ogy / 14 3 Pathologist/Medical Examiner 26 [ Computer Forensics
Neuropharmacolo e Bl S
p y 16 [T Voice/Audio Analyst

From CJ21 Authorization and Voucher for

SOClaI H iStO ry / Expert and Other Services
Mitigation
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When to Contact Experts
=Where to Find Experts

= Background Packets

= Ex Parte Requests for Funding
= Make the Record



Finding Experts

*Your network
*Prior cases

"|nstitutional and
professional
sources

& PACDL

FEDERAL PUBLIC

DE F E N DER %
Perelman

School of Medicine
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‘o3 PennState
3 College of Medicine




Selecting Experts

"Red flags

*|nitial
consultation

david fowler forensic pathologist

Al Mode All News Videos images

Shopping More ~ Tools =

CBS News

hitps:/fwww.cbsnews.com > CBS Baltimore > Local News  §
Families sounded alarm years before review of autopsies ...
May 18, 2025 — Criticism of the medical examiner. The common thread in all the cases: Dr. David
Fowler, Maryland's chief medical examiner from 2003 to 2019. Read more

National Institute of Standards and Technology (.gov)
NHPS/AWW.nist. gov » document » david-fowler-. PDF $
David Fowler, MD is a board-certified anatomic and forensic
David Fowler, M D. is a board-certified anatomic and forensic pathologist practicing as Chief Medical
Examiner for the State of. Maryland. He graduated from ... Read more

org d-ocme-medic H

a1 theappeal.org
i
1 hitps

How Deep is the Scandal at Maryland's Medical Examiner ...
Sep 9, 2024 — Dr. David Fowler testifies during former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin's trial
in 2021. 'Undetermined’ Findings Shaped by Police. Read more

%[;. The Real News Network
¥ nips: com -bot H

We covered a now-discredited medical examiner for two ...
Mar 4, 2026 — Maryland's former chief medical examiner David Fowler helped decide the fate of
many suspicious death investigations. After a scathing audit .

E=Y The Andy Hale Podcast
https:/fkumquat-sunfiower-pedy squarespace.com » PDF H
CURRICULUM VITAE David Richard Fowler, MB, ChB. M. ...
(forens): Five-year full time pathology residency culminating in Degree of Master of Medicine, research
dissertation, and certification in Forensic Pathology. Read more
32 pages

0 thebanner.com
htips:/Awwav.thebanner.com » criminakjustice » davig-f. i

David Fowler was a well-regarded medical examiner. Then he ...
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=Case Records
*Client Background
Expert-Specific Materials



= Ex parte and
under seal

=Necessary, not
merely helpful

*Preserve any
denial

“Counsel for a person who is financially
unable to obtain investigative, expert, or
other services necessary for adequate

representation may request them in an ex

parte application. Upon finding, after

appropriate inquiry in an ex parte
proceeding, that the services are necessary

and that the personis financially unable to
obtain them, the court, or the United States
magistrate judge if the services are required
in connection with a matter over which he
has jurisdiction, shall authorize counsel to
obtain the services.” 18 U.S.C. § 3000A(e)(1)




=Consultations

*Written Reports
=Case Theory / Trial
=Sentencing Narrative
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Thank You

CAPITAL HABEAS UNIT
LEANE_RENEE@FD.ORG

717.782.3843



